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August 23, 2012 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Local and Intermediate District Superintendents 

  Public School Academy Directors and Authorizers 
 

FROM: Sally Vaughn, Ph.D.  

  Deputy Superintendent/Chief Academic Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Status of Using Title I Funds for Kindergarten 

 
State legislation approving the 2012-13 budget required the Michigan Department of 

Education (MDE) to obtain approval from the U.S. Department of Education (USED) to 
allow districts that had used Title I funds for the second half of full day Kindergarten in 
the past two years to use Title I funds similarly for 2012-13 as required in MCL 

388.1606(4)(r) (Attachment A). 
 

The status of the MDE request to the USED is as follows:  
1. MDE requested approval from the USED per state law (Attachment B). 
2. USED responded, requesting justification for Michigan compliance with Section 

9522 of ESEA (Attachment A).   
3. MDE requested guidance from the state House, Senate, and Executive Office in 

responding to the USED request for justification for compliance (Attachment C). 
4. MDE received a response from Chairman Rogers of the House Appropriations 

Subcommittee on School Aid & Education. 

5. MDE has asked Chairman Rogers if his letter represents bicameral agreement 
as Michigan’s response to the USED (Attachment D). 

6. If Chairman Rogers’ response has bicameral agreement, then MDE will forward 
that letter to the USED requesting a timely decision. 

 

To support districts as they prepare to open school in a few short weeks, the MDE will 
take the following steps while we wait for a definitive response from the USED: 

1. All approvable items in your district’s Consolidated Application will be approved 
after any necessary clarification.  This approval will make funds available for the 

majority of items in your Consolidated Application. 
2. Requests for funding of Kindergarten will remain unapproved until a definitive 

decision is received from the USED. 

3. The MDE will track requests for funding Kindergarten from eligible LEAs and 
enter final approval/denial upon receipt of the USED decision. 
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We hope this two-step approval process will enable your district to move forward with 
planning for most Title I activities for the upcoming school year. 

 
Contact Margaret Madigan at 517-373-4588 or madiganm@michigan.gov if you have 

questions. 
 
c:  Michigan Education Alliance 
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